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Sanctlons Adamét Cuba

1’ By a strange historic coincidence, the con-’
' ference of the foreign ministers of the Organiza-.
tion of American Stautes voted sanctions agamsm
Jtho Castro Government on the same day that
i the Cuban regime was - exubcrantly celebratmo
I 1ts revolutionary anmversuy of July 26.
" The condemnation of Cuba was fully deserved,’
although the vote of 15 to 4 to punish the Castro:
l régime can be taken as impressive or disappoint-
i ing with equal justice. There was no question)
i

of Cuba’s guilt in shipping arms to the revolu-
tionary underground -in Venezuela and. doing”
everything possible to overthrow the Betancourtt
1 Government. The key provision in-the resolutxon‘
. pérmits- any nation to react immediately to a
¢ similar aggression. The vote will isolate Cuba:
§sti11 further in the Western hemisphere and:
there is a good chance now of Bolivia, Uruguas"
: and Chile breaking diplomatic relations with-
Cuba. It is, therefore, legitimate for the Umted‘
Sta.tes to claim a victory,
"The hemisphere, -however, is still dwxded on
" tlie subject of Cuba. It took seven months to!:
: get an agreement on sanctions 'which, materially
speaking, will not make much dlfference to Cuba.!
The United States already has a'trade embaro'o
and there is very little commerce to cut off be-
tween Cuba aud the rest of Latin America. Despite!
. the plea in the O.A.S. resolution, there is not
" the slightest chance of the rest of.the world|
* refusing to trade with Cuba so long as Fidel
. Castro has hard cmrency to spend., - .,_.‘.
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“ The réal issue in the “much-feared subversxon;
by Marxist-Leninist Cuba of Latin America is}
ot o physical one. Premier Castro is not in a’
Josition to arm.any Latin-American opposntion
effectively even if he wanted to, and his Com-!
munism has béen a dlsxllusxonment not an appeal,l
in the hemisphere,

The 26th of July celebrations underline Dr.a

Casfros effectiveness as a subversive agent. It! 15

is the fact that he and his regime survive after’
more than f{ivé and a half years of turmoil,’
econonic coilapse, the exodus of a great number
of middle-class and pxofessxonal elements, and’
after everything that the United States could,
do to him short of a mxhtary invasion, which
gives him his greatest impact on Latin America.}
So long as he remains a towering figure on the:
hemispheric scene—hated, feared and desplsed
by many, loved and admired. by some—he will'
be a grave danger to Latin America and, because
of his connections with’ Russna, to the United
States. : el '\
*. The 0.A.S, resolution’ ju:;t passed has the effectl
of a partial quarantine, ‘It will not cause a cold
lapse of the Castro regime, Dbut it will” make
~gurvival more difficult, In these..respécts;" thﬂ

conference of Americarl ministers wwﬁotableb
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